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Institutional  Effectiveness          University of Southern Mississippi
(resigned)

· Design and oversight of institution’s continuous improvement process.  

· Oversight of disciplinary accreditations and responsibility for Southern Association of Colleges and School re-accreditation.  

Dean of the Honors College  
      Professor of English (promoted 1995) 
1991-2002

      University of Southern Mississippi


Chief academic officer of a college that offers a comprehensive, rigorous, interdisciplinary program for high-ability undergraduates.  Responsibilities included:

· Creation, implementation, and oversight of academic programs and policies

· Recruitment and retention of Honors students and faculty

· Budget management and development

· Fund-raising

· Advocacy and interpretation of mission to internal and external constituencies

· Service on university Deans’ Council

Accomplishments:   With the support of college faculty, staff, and students, as dean I:

Created and implemented initiatives to enhance the Honors College curriculum.  Selected curricular initiatives:

· Incorporated community service learning courses in Honors College Senior Honors curriculum

· Oversaw the University Forum Lecture Series, which since 1991 has brought to campus more than 100 distinguished speakers on a range of subjects

· Increased significantly the participation of Honors College students in USM’s prestigious international studies programs.  Each year, at least 15% of Honors College students spend a summer, semester, or year studying in another country

· Established (and occasionally taught) Honors sections of Freshman Composition I and II

· Designed and occasionally taught a special Honors section of university’s GS 101 general studies course for undeclared majors

Created and implemented initiatives to enhance extra-curricular aspects of the Honors College program.  Selected extra-curricular initiatives:
· annual Graduate School & Scholarship Symposium for all high-GPA juniors and seniors at USM

· Honors housing

· social events, such as a spring semi-formal dance and a holiday party

· annual Honors Preview, which offers early registration and special orientation to incoming Honors College students

· intrusive academic advising in Honors

· freshman-sophomore Honors College mentor program

Created and implemented initiatives to enhance recruitment in the Honors College.  Selected recruitment initiatives:

· Honors College Ambassadors program, a competitively-selected group of upper-level Honors College students who represent the college at recruiting and other university and community events

· USM Honors College website: www.honors.usm.edu
· Spring recruitment meeting and reception for prospective Senior Honors students

· Honors College databases for recruitment, current students, and alumni

Additional Accomplishments:

· Developed a strategic plan for the Honors College to correlate with university strategic plan

· Assisted USM Foundation with successful solicitation of 20 new Presidential scholarships (a full scholarship providing room, board, tuition for four years), each endowed at $250,000.  This in addition to raising funds for smaller scholarships, such as study abroad stipends

· Managed annual operating budget of $580,000 in state funds plus $8,000,000 in endowed scholarship funds 

· Helped Honors College students apply for and receive external scholarships: 9

Goldwater Scholarships and a NASA fellowship for students in the sciences; 3 Phi Kappa Phi National Fellowships; 3 Rotary Scholarships for international study; a Mellon Fellowship for students in the Humanities; a Truman Scholarship for students in public policy; and a Howard Hughes Pre-medical Fellowship

· Collaborated with dean of College of International and Continuing Education on planning, design, and (imminent) construction of 47,000 sq. ft. building, The International Center, which will house international programs and Honors College dean’s office

Visiting Professor

University of Wales, Swansea

March 1996

Guest Professor

Odense University, Denmark


Spring 1991

EDUCATION:

 Ph.D.

Temple University

Modern American, Early
 

American, Modern British

Literature





 M.A.

Temple University

English (with Certification in
 

the Teaching of Writing)



 B.A.

Pennsylvania State

American Studies

 

 

University

Professional Development:

HERS Mid-America Summer Institute for Women in Higher Education Administration; Bryn Mawr College; Summer 2000

NEH Institute on the Theory and Teaching of World Literature; University of Massachusetts at Amherst; Summer 1987

SELECTED SERVICE: 
 Profession:

Southern Association of Colleges and Schools (SACS) evaluation team, Texas Woman’s University, October 2003




USM representative, American Council On Education Women         2003-2005

in Higher Education Mississippi Network (WHEMN)
        

                 Executive Committee member & Public Relations Chair  2004-2005 



University: 

       Selected:


Rhodes Scholarship University Liaison


          2006-current


Grand Marshall Committee




          2007-current

University Liaison, Standards-Based Teacher Education 

Program (STEP) Grant


          2002-2003

Committee on Services & Resources for Women

          1983‑current

College:
Selected:


Dean’s Search Committee




          2007-2008

Department:

Selected:


Chair, World Literature Search



         2007-2008


Chair, Modern American search



         2006-2007

PROFESSIONAL

ACTIVITIES:
Selected Publications:

   Books:
The Other Side of Grief: The Home Front and the Aftermath in American Narratives of the Vietnam War, University of Massachusetts Press, 2008

Innocence and Estrangement in the Fiction of Jean Stafford, Louisiana State University Press, 1987

      Articles:


“Woodstock Nation: The Antiwar Movement in Postwar American Fiction.”

War, Literature & the Arts, Vol. 14, Nos. 1 &2, Special Double Edition, 2002


(see http://wlajournal.com/14_1-2/260-279ryan.pdf)

“Outsiders with Inside Information: The Vietnamese in the Fiction of the Contemporary American South.”  South to A New Place.  Ed. Suzanne W. Jones and Sharon Monteith.  Louisiana State University Press, 2002

“Pentagon Princesses and Wayward Sisters: Vietnam POW Wives in American                              Literature.” War, Literature, and the Arts, Vol.10, No. 2, Fall/Winter, 1998

(see http://wlajournal.com/wlafall/maureen_ryan.htm)
“Lillian Hellman: Fillalloo Bird of New Orleans.” Literary New Orleans in the Modern World, Louisiana State University Press, 1998

“Breakdown Territory: Aftermath Novels by Vietnam Veterans, 1976-1995.” Studies in the Humanities, Vol. 24, Nos. 1 & 2.  June & December, 1997

“Robert Olen Butler's Vietnam Veterans: Strangers in an Alien Home.” The Midwest Quarterly, vol. XXXVIII, No.3, Spring, 1997

"Barbara Kingsolver’s Lowfat Fiction." Journal of American Culture, vol. 18, No. 4, Winter, 1995. Reprinted in Contemporary Literary Criticism Select, Vol. 5 and in Novels for Students, Vol. 5 (Gale Research), 1998

"The Other Side of Grief: American Women Writers and the Vietnam War." Critique, Vol. XXVI, No. 1, Fall, 1994

"Green Visors and Ivory Towers: Jean Stafford and the New Journalism." The Kenyon Review, Vol. XVI, No. 4, Fall, 1994

"Women's Challenge to Higher Education." Academe, Vol. 79, No. 3, May/June 1993  

"Marilynne Robinson's Housekeeping: The Subversive Narrative and the New American Eve," South Atlantic  Review, Vol. 56, No. 1, January 1991

"No Woman's Land: Gender in One of Ours," Studies in American Fiction, Vol. 18, No. 1, Spring 1990

"Stopping Places: Bobbie Ann Mason's Short Stories," in Women Writers of the Contemporary South, University Press of Mississippi, 1984.  Reprinted in Short Story Criticism, Vol. 4

     Co-Authored:
“The Gendered Construction of Interpersonal Power in Political Office,” Journal of Business and Economics Research, Vol. 1, No. 10, October 2003, with Sara Kimmel, Amy Chasteen Miller, David Butler, M. Ray Grubbs, Shirley Olson, Ray Phelps, Elizabeth Semko

      HONORS AND AWARDS:

The Maureen Ryan Scholarship, 



      University of Southern Mississippi Honors College
            2008


The Gold Leaf Society





2007


Charles W. Moorman Distinguished Alumni 


2004-2006


          Professor of the Humanities


Fulbright Scholar to Vietnam (declined)


 
1999-2000

Phi Kappa Phi Honorary Society




1993-current

Golden Key National Honorary Society



1992-current

MEMBERSHIP IN PROFESSIONAL ORGANIZATIONS:

Modern Language Association

South Atlantic Modern Language Association

American Culture Association

American Association of University Women










June 2009

